14 December 2020
Dear Parent/Carer,
Data collection activity (2020): Service children

At Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Llangynwyd we are committed to understanding the needs and
supporting all our learners with their unique experiences throughout education. One such
group that we aim to support is children of Armed Forces personnel.

Our school recognises that the child of a Service family may at some point in their lives need
support with their learning/settling into new situations and/or mental health and wellbeing, as
a result of their unique circumstances. This could be due to mobility, deployment, transition,
education and/or social needs.

Part of our support for Bridgend County Borough Council’s commitment to the Armed Forces
Covenant involves identifying our Service children so that we can support them appropriately.

The SSCE Cymru mission is to provide the best possible educational support to Service
children in Wales. SSCE Cymru works collaboratively with organisations across the UK to
build an evidence base that impacts policy and systems. The programme also provides a suite
of resources to support education professionals and Service families across Wales, including
toolkits and tool, good practice examples, newsletters, funding guidance and a directory of
support. For further information, visit www.SSCECymru.co.uk

By identifying the number of Service children in Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Llangynwyd, we can
be proactive in identifying their needs, making support available and accessing funding if
required.

Please help us to gain an understanding of our Service community by completing the survey
via the link below by 15" January 2021. We encourage all families to complete the survey if
they have been or are currently part of an Armed Forces family.

https://whl.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=160769440671

We will then be able to share the total number of Service children enrolled at our school with
the local authority and SSCE Cymru. In line with GDPR guidelines, all names and identifying
characteristics of children will remain confidential.

Kind regards

Meurig Jones
Headteacher
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Data collection activity (2020): Service children

Definition 1 (Welsh Government definition)
A ‘Service child’ has parent(s) — or person(s) with exercising parental responsibility — who
is/are Service personnel serving:

e in HM Regular Armed Forces
e in full commitment as part of the full-time Reserve service
e is aveteran who has been in Service within the last two years
o one of their parents died whilst serving in the Armed Forces and the pupil receives a
pension under the Armed Forces Compensation Scheme or the War Pensions
Scheme.
Definition 2

A person whose parent, or carer, serves in the regular armed forces, or as a reservist, or has
done at any point during the first 25 years of that person’s life. *and does not meet the
criteria of definition 1.
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